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Areas of Study and Objectives 
 

Practical Life Establish study and work habits in order to work independently, in partnership, and in small groups; 
advocate respectfully for needs; demonstrate respect for self, others, and the environment; develop 
self-regulation skills and executive functioning; demonstrate growth in self-confidence, self-esteem, self- 
motivation; demonstrate problem-solving skills in conflict situations; demonstrate courtesy and kindness 
for others; demonstrate value for contributions and ideas of others 

Culture: History Understand the diversity of human cultures; compare cultural differences in U.S. and the world; 
understand contributions of people from various backgrounds; understand significance of the 
contributions of individuals from various disciplines and civilizations through time; understand the needs 
of humans and how they develop and are met through time and across cultures; interpret time lines; 
understand phases and stages of human history 

Culture: Geography Identify and understand significance of land and water forms to the development of civilizations giving 
rise to political boundaries throughout the world; recognize interaction between human and physical 
systems as it affects settlement, agriculture, industry; use maps and globes to locate by directions, 
longitude, latitude 

Culture: Government Identify: countries and cities, factors that cause development and change in communities; understand 
market economy; identify public and private services, scarcity, resources, industry, imports, exports; 
identify significant land and water forms and indigenous flora and fauna; recognize the location, capital 
city, major land and water forms, and important facts for the states of the United States; understand 
basic governing documents of the United States: Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of 
Rights, significant other amendments; understand functions of three branches of U.S. government; 
understand divisions of federal, state, and local governments; Tennessee geography, history, governance 

Language Read a wide variety of text with fluency, understanding; read for inference; analyze and critically 
evaluate style and content; communicate ideas in written and verbal forms across a variety of genres; 
edit and revise written text; develop vocabulary; contribute ideas and thoughts in discussions; learn and 
use spelling rules; use appropriate punctuation and writing mechanics; develop word study skills for 
syntax, grammar, sentence analysis; develop research skills; investigate a variety of literary forms; 
understand a variety of literary terms 

Mathematics Use a problem-solving approach to learning math skills; attain fluency in basic mathematical operations 
(addition, subtraction, multiplication, division); learn mathematical vocabulary; recognize and work with 
patterns; understand and work with word problems; read and interpret graphs and charts; tell time and 
compute elapsed time; estimate and round-off; measure using U.S. standard and metric systems; 
understand and compute money problems; understand geometry nomenclature and relationships; 
understand algebraic functions of squaring, cubing, exponents; relate fractions, decimals, percentage 
and perform operations 

Science: Life Science Investigate classification, life cycles, parts and functions, and needs of plants; understand biospheres; 
maintain a science notebook that includes observations, data, diagrams, hypotheses, conclusions, 
explanations; investigate classification internal parts, body functions, and needs of vertebrates and 
invertebrates; maintain a science notebook that includes observations, data, diagrams, hypotheses, 
conclusions, explanations; understand the interconnectedness of plants and animals; investigate cells – 
differences, parts, functions, reproduction; understand the function of the different systems of the 
human body, the senses, human growth and development – including comprehensive sexuality 
education and the connection between biology and social awareness 

Science: Earth & Physical Learn about the physical composition of the universe, galaxies, stars, solar system, earth; laws governing 
the physical universe – gravity, mass, inertia, magnetism, centrifugal/centripetal forces; learn atomic 
composition, metallic and non-metallic elements; learn climates, seasons, effects of air, water, oxygen, 
and nitrogen cycles, electricity 
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